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CHILDREN'S LIBRARIANS SECTION 



FIRST SESSION 

The first meeting of the Children's Li- 
brarians Section was held on Thursday 
evening, Miss Caroline Burnite, the chair- 
man, presiding. 

"The immigrant's contribution to Amer- 
ican culture" was the subject of an ad- 
dress given by Mrs. Anna Vostrovsky Ca- 
pek, in which she traced briefly the origin 
and development of the Czecho-Slovaks, 
their long, weary struggle for religious and 
political independence, and the influence 
of Huss, Comenius and other great na- 
tional figures toward the assertion of 
Czech nationality and the development of 
Czech literature. Mrs. Capek spoke of the 
effect of the war in increasing America's 
interest and knowledge of Czech history 
and culture, and urged that this acquaint- 
ance be still further increased, that we 
may realize more fully what the immigrant 
has to give and America to gain through 
his invasion. 

Following Mrs. Capek's address, Mr. Her- 
bert A. Miller of Oberlin College, read a 
paper on 

THE TRUE AMERICANIZATION OF THE FOREIGN 
CHILD 

(See p. 130) 
A business meeting of the section was 
held on Friday morning. Excerpts from 
the report of the Committee on the Pro- 
duction of Children's Books were read by- 
Miss Burnite. Three subjects had been 
studied by the committee during the year 
— books which do not wear well, desirable 
books now out of print and books unsat- 
isfactory in typography. Owing to the 
present high cost of book production and 
inferior quality of paper, labor, etc., the 
committee had no definite recommenda- 
tions to offer in regard to the list which 
they had prepared of books of poor wear- 
ing qualities. A second list of books now 
out of print had been made, and the va- 
rious publishers consulted as to the pos- 
sibility of reprinting tie listed titles. 
Briefly summarized, the consensus of opin- 



ion seemed to be that a demand from the 
retail trade throughout the country is nec- 
essary before a publisher can afford to 
republish an out of print title. Hearty 
appreciation of the usefulness of library 
cooperation, especially of such organized 
cooperation as that of the committee, was 
expressed by nearly all the firms consulted. 
The subject of typography of children's 
books had been considered by Miss Bertha 
Hatch, of the Cleveland Public Library, 
and parts of her special report were read. 
Letters on this subject had been sent to 
twenty-four publishers, twelve of whom 
had responded. From their answers the 
following conclusions had been arrived at: 
That publishers are giving thought to this 
important subject; that the books now be- 
ing published are in the main satisfactory 
in typography, twelve point type being 
used quite generally; that some of the 
older standard juveniles are being reset in 
better type, when the demand justifies the 
expense of reprinting; that the present 
very high cost of publishing stands in the 
way of reprinting the less popular stand- 
ard books for children; that the exchange 
of suggestions and information between 
publishers and librarians is the only effec- 
tive way of making our collections of ju- 
venile books conform to the best known 
principles of typography. 

A vote of thanks was extended to Miss 
Hatch for her work in the preparation of 
this report. 

Dr. Zelenko, of Moscow University, told 
something of the work being done for chil- 
dren in the libraries of Moscow. He sug- 
gested that a list of the best American 
children's books be compiled by American 
librarians for translation and publication 
in Russia. He felt that this would be a 
great aid toward better sympathy and un- 
derstanding between the two countries. 

Miss Hunt next introduced the question 
of the great need for children's workers 
in our libraries to-day. This opened up 
an interesting discussion as to ways and 
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means of meeting the situation. Among 
various suggestions offered were the pos- 
sibility of publicity through general maga- 
zine articles, and consultation with the 
Professional Training Section of the 
A. L. A. in the hope of securing a larger 
place for the study of children's work in 
the curriculums of the various general 
library schools. It was decided that a 
committee, with Miss Clara Herbert as 
chairman, be appointed for further con- 
sideration of the problem. 

A nominating committee consisting of 
Miss Jones, Miss Hunt and Miss Power 
were appointed to name incoming officers. 

The meeting was then adjourned. 

SECOND SESSION 

The second session of the section was 
held in the Auditorium on Friday eve- 
ning, when Mr. Franklin S. Hoyt, editorial 
supervisor of Houghton Mifflin Company, 
read a paper on 

PROBLEMS IN THE PRODUCTION OF BOOKS FOB 

CHILDREN, WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE 

TO SOME WIDER NEEDS 

(See p. 282) 
In the discussion following, much enthu- 
siasm was expressed for Mr. Hoyt's sug- 
gestion of an advisory committee to pub- 
lishers, and the sentiment of the meeting 
was that the Committee on the Produc- 
tion of Children's Books act in this capac- 
ity. Mr. Bowker recommended that the 
committee allow its name to be used by 
a publisher in instances where the com- 
mittee had urged the publication or re- 
publication of a book. 



The discussion then turned upon the 
present lack of good children's books deal- 
ing with life and customs in foreign lands, 
particularly those countries which have 
figured so prominently in the recent war. 
Dr. Zelenko offered his help in the selec- 
tion of Russian children's books suitable 
for translation. 

The following resolution was adopted at 
this meeting: 

Whereas, There has been undertaken 
for the fall of 1919, by the American Book- 
sellers Association, a plan for a Children's 
Week, when a joint effort will be made to 
bring more and better books for boys and 
girls into American homes; 

RESOLVED, That this Association ex- 
presses its sympathy in such effort, and 
suggests that local librarians offer hearty 
cooperation where the local bookseller is 
putting forward the right class of books. 

Mr. Tony Sarg, owner and producer of 
the Tony Sarg Marionettes, then spoke 
about his work, describing the construc- 
tion of the marionettes, and his selection 
of plays for them. 

The final meeting of the section was held 
on Saturday morning. Miss Julia A. Hop- 
kins and Miss Caroline Burnite were ap- 
pointed to serve with Miss Herbert on her 
committee. Officers elected for the coming 
year were as follows: Chairman, Miss 
Elizabeth Knapp, Detroit Public Library. 
Vice-chairman, Miss Alice I. Hazeltine, St. 
Louis Public Library; secretary, Miss 
Adah F. Whitcomb, Chicago Public Li- 
brary. The meeting was then adjourned. 
Emily B. Meios, 
Secretary pro tern. 



COLLEGE AND REFERENCE SECTION 



The College and Reference Section met 
on Thursday evening in the ball room of 
the New Monterey hotel, with a large and 
interested audience, Mr. M. G. Wyer, of 
the University of Nebraska, presiding. 

The opening paper was by Mr. William 
Teal, of the John Crerar Library, on 

THE ARRANGEMENT AND BINDING OF BRITISH 
BLUE BOOKS 

(See p. 177) 
The general discussion of the war col- 
lections of different libraries, including the 



preservation of war materials, was opened 
by. Mr. H. H. B. Meyer of the Library of 
Congress, who spoke as follows: 

When the various collections acquired 
by Dr. Putnam during his stay in Europe 
are received at the Library of Congress, 
there will be in its possession upwards of 
50,000 volumes and pamphlets relating to 
the European war. 

The collection is particularly rich in 
documentary or source material. The ex- 
ceptional position of the Library of Con- 
gress as the National Library in the clos- 
est direct relationship with the publishing 



